
ThinPrep Pap and HPV Standards
The ThinPrep image-guided system used by AdventHealth Lab scans every cell and cell cluster, providing 
increased sensitivity and specificity over manually-reviewed pap slides. This innovative technology helps 
reduce false negatives as well as decreases unsatisfactory and ASCUS rates. Our Pap smear order 
includes a choice of HPV reflex or cotesting. If HPV is detected, it will reflex to 16/18/45 genotypes. Please 
reference the table below for ACOG screening recommendations.

Cervical Cancer Screening 
Guidelines
Pap Smear and HPV Testing
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Population Recommendation

Aged less than 21 years No screening

Aged 21 to 29 years Cytology alone every three years. FDA approved starting at age 25 years, HPV every five years 
for screening in average-risk patients 25 to 29.

Aged 30 to 65 years
• Cytology alone every three years
• HPV testing alone every five years
• Cotesting every five years

Aged greater than 65 years No screening after adequate negative prior screening results

Hysterectomy with removal of the cervix No screening in individuals who do not have a history of high grade cervical precancerous 
lesions or cervical cancer

What do the results mean?
• Negative: No high-risk HPV was found
• Positive: High-risk HPV found
• Abnormal: The Pap test found cell changes that could indicate cervical cancer

For additional information 
visit our website at  
AHLabCentralFL.com 
Scan the QR Code or call 
1-800-406-0736

Ordering tests outside of ACOG guidelines may result in insurance denials.




