MENINGITIS ENCEPHALITIS PANEL BY PCR
(MEPCR)

« Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, resources for manufacturing the
Meningoencephalitis PCR Panel have been redirected for COVID-19 tests and
cartridges. This situation has created a national shortage of Meningitis PCR Kkits.
The Kits and reagents are backordered. This situation is also impacting our
reference laboratories.

« The manufacturer has not been able to provide us a time frame for when these
reagents will be available.

« For now the Virology and Microbiology Departments recommend:

Avoid placing orders for Meningitis Encephalitis PCR Panel CSF (MEPCR). Instead,
based on clinical presentation and judgement, order:

Test Code—Test Name Specimen Performed | Results
Requirements
ENTPCR - Enterovirus PCR CSF - 1mL (min 0.5mL) | Mon - Fri 1-3
Frozen 7am - 3pm | Days
HSVPNB - Herpes Simples Virus 1 & 2 | CSF - 1mL (min 0.5) Sun - Sat 1-2
PCR Qual Nonblood. Frozen Days
CMVPNB - CMV - Cytomegalovirus CSF - 1mL Frozen Mon - Fri 1-3
PCR Qualitative Nonblood 7am - 3pm | Days
MCCRYC - Cryptococcal Antigen CSF | CSF - 1mL (min 0.5mL) | Sun - Sat 1-2
Room Temp. Days
MCCSF - CSF Culture with Gram Stain | CSF - 1mL (min0.5mL) | Sun - Sat 3-5
Room Temp. Days
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